
Sonnenburg/Słońsk 
A European Place of Commemoration and Education on Persecution and Resistance - International Conference of the Berlin section of VVN–BdA and Helle Panke on December 5, 2015, 10:00 to 17:00, at the Haus der Demokratie und Menschenrechte (Greifswalderstr. 4, 10405 Berlin)
The Polish town of Słońsk, formerly called Sonnenburg, situated 100 km from Berlin, has so far received little attention in the German public discourse of remembrance. The Sonnenburg penitentiary, which had been  shut down in 1931 because of considerable structural defects, became one of the largest early concentration camps in the state of Prussia in 1933. As a concentration camp, it served the Nazis as a means to eliminate the political opposition. 
Beside Carl von Ossietzky, Erich Mühsam and Hans Litten, mainly activists of the KPD (Communist Party), SPD (Social-Democratic Party) and trade unions were imprisoned there. From 1934, the penitentiary was used once again as a prison, this time to lock up European resistance fighters from several occupied countries. After Hitler’s “Night and Fog Directive” in 1941, more than 1500 resistance fighters from Western Europe and Norway were deported to Sonnenburg.
Hundreds died of hunger, forced labour or because of withheld medical assistance. Shortly before the liberation by the Red Army in the night of January 30, 1945, the SS killed 819 inmates from several European countries.
Assessing and reviewing the history of the Sonnenburg concentration camp and penitentiary has the potential to open up new European perspectives for young people towards the remembrance of Nazi crimes and commemoration of anti-fascist resistance across Europe. It may also address today’s challenges for  societies to approach the resistance against historical fascism in Germany and occupied Europe.

In recent years, the Berlin section of the VVN-BdA made intensive efforts to ensure the recognition of Słońsk as an important European place of remembrance and commemoration. An International Working Group on the Commemoration of the Inmates of the Sonnenburg Concentration Camp and Penitentiary, affiliated with the VVN-BdA, made a decisive contribution to the permanent exhibition in the reconstructed “Museum for the Martyrdom of Inmates – Victims of the Hitler Regime in Słońsk/Sonnenburg”, which was opened on January 30, 2015. The working group created the content of 15 exhibition boards exploring the history of Sonnenburg concentration camp and penitentiary from 1933 until 1945 and the judicial follow-up In cooperation with historians, relatives and volunteers from Poland, Western Europe, Norway and Germany, a book was published on the topic in German and Polish.
Sonnenburg is to be developed as a place of reflection and education of youth from Germany, Poland and other European countries. In collective workshops, students from schools in Słońsk and Fürstenwalde already approached the history of Sonnenburg and the present of Słońsk. The results of their research will be presented in a film, which opens the conference. The key question of the conference will be: “How can we arouse the interest of European youth for the history of persecution and resistance, and create a link between the past and their present challenges?” At the same time, we will discuss about opportunities and challenges concerning education and remembrance at spaces of commemoration and history: What role can those spaces play as for  the problems, needs, fears and hopes which young people face today?
The present and future cooperation with relatives of former inmates, with historians, with interested people, from memorials sites in Poland, France, Belgium, the Netherlands, Norway, Luxemburg and Germany, establishes a link between individual and collective remembrance with current challenges and social developments in Europe: What responsibility arises from the common European past as for the treatment of refugees, the necessity to fight racism and xenophobia and the encouragement of people to take action for human rights in European societies?
HISTORY AND REMEMBRANCE
10.00 

Dr Hans Coppi, Berlin VVN-BdA
 

Perspectives for Remembrance and Commemoration
10.15 

“Sonnenburg – Słońsk — Search for traces” 
A Polish-German film by and with pupils from Słońsk and Fürstenwalde
11.00
Discussion with Ewelina Wanke, pupils from Słońsk and Fürstenwalde, Gerhard Eichin (former director of the Catholic School Centre Bernhardinum Fürstenwalde) and Artur Wysokiński (teacher in Słońsk)
Host: Amélie zu Eulenburg
Results of historical research for educational work
11.40 

Christoph Gollasch, Centre for Research on Anti-Semitism at TU Berlin
The Sonnenburg Concentration Camp: Opportunities for historical and pedagogical work
12.00 

Frieder Böhne, Berlin VVN-BdA
The Sonnenburg Concentration Camp Data-Base - Names and spaces for regional education and commemoration in Brandenburg
12.20 

Julia Pietsch, Freie Universität Berlin
Jewish Prisoners in the Sonnenburg Concentration Camp - Anti-Semitism in the context of “preventive detention” and political terror
12.40 

Daniel Queiser, Berlin VVN-BdA
Forced labour, resistance and solidarity in the Sonnenburg penitentiary 
13.00 – 13.40 
lunch break
INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS FOR COMMEMORATION AND REMEMBRANCE
13.40 

Dr Katarzyna Woniak, Centre for Historical Research Berlin (PAN)
Opportunities for a common European perspective - The case of Sonnenburg/Słońsk
14.00 

Thomas Hetzer, German-Polish Youth  Office (DPJW)
Experiences of a DPJW as an intermediary: Excursions to sites of remembrance and youth exchange in Poland
14.20 

Magdalena Dźwigał, Department of Scientific Research at IPN Szczecin
Possibilities and challenges of historical education at the Institute for National Remembrance (IPN) in Poland
14.40 

Kamil Majchrzak, Berlin VVN-BdA
Experiences from trilateral youth exchange: Remembrance and antiracism activities in Buchenwald
15.00 – 15.30 
coffee break
15.30 – 17.00 
PANEL DISCUSSION International experience for work on education and commemoration with the young generation
Thomas V. H. Hagen, Stiftelsen Arkivet Kristiansand (Norway), Jan Vriendenkring-Amicale Sonnenburg (Belgium), Dr. Matthias Heyl, Mahn- und Gedenkstätte Ravensbrück (Germany), Dr. Laurent Thiery, La Coupole, Centre d'Histoire et de Mémoire du Nord - Pas-de-Calais, St. Omer, (France) 

Host: Dr. Sylvia de Pasquale
Venue
Haus der Demokratie und Menschenrechte (Robert-Havemann-Hall), Greifswalder Straße 4, 10405 Berlin (tram 4, bus 200, 124), stop: „Am Friedrichshain“)
A conference of the International Working Group on the Commemoration of the Inmates of the Sonnenburg Concentration Camp and Penitentiary, affiliated to the Berlin Section of Association of Persecuted of the Nazi Regime-Federation of Antifascists (VVN-BdA) e.V. with Helle Panke e.V.– Rosa-Luxemburg Foundation and the Haus der Demokratie und Menschenrechte Foundation
Fee: 7.50 Euro, 4 Euro reduced rate, (including refreshments)
Registration required by: info@helle-panke.de or +49 30 47538724 or by writing to „Helle Panke“ e.V. Kopenhagener Str. 76, D-10405 Berlin

